
**Birtle & District Foundation: A Decade of Community Impact** 

 

In 2010, a small group of passionate individuals came together with a vision for the future of Birtle and its 

surrounding districts. They envisioned a community where every resident had access to resources that 

would enhance their quality of life, where local initiatives could thrive, and where the spirit of giving would 

be nurtured for generations to come. Thus, the Birtle and District Foundation was born. 

Fast forward to 2023, and the impact of this Foundation speaks volumes. From its humble beginnings, the 

Foundation has grown into a pillar of support for the community, thanks to the unwavering generosity of 

its donors. 

The journey began in 2011 with the first grant of $964.00 to the Park Playground Committee. Since then, 

the Foundation has gone from strength to strength. This past granting year, an astounding $25,450.00 

was distributed to various community projects and organizations, showcasing the Foundation's 

commitment to enhancing every aspect of life in Birtle and its neighboring areas. 

Among the beneficiaries of the Foundation's generosity in 2023 were the Birdtail Country Museum, Birtle 

Agriculture Society, Birtle Elementary School, Foxwarren Leisure Centre, Foxwarren Arena, and Prairie 

View Gymnastics. These grants serve as a testament to the Foundation's diverse interests, supporting 

initiatives ranging from education and culture to sports and recreation. 

One standout contribution in 2023 was the Francis William Crew Community Volunteer Award, totaling 

$9360.00, awarded to Serena Stainer & Rebecca Cheasley. This award underscores the Foundation's 

recognition of individuals who go above and beyond to make a difference in their community, embodying 

the spirit of generosity and service. 

Looking ahead, the Foundation remains dedicated to fostering community-based projects that enrich the 

lives of Birtle & district (former Town & RM of Birtle) residents. Grant applications are welcomed year-

round, with a deadline of November 1st for the upcoming granting cycle. Interested parties are 

encouraged to submit detailed project proposals outlining the intended impact on the community, along 

with financial projections and organizational statements. 

At the helm of the Foundation are esteemed board members including Roger Wilson, Liz Finch, Susanne 

Burdett, Fred Haun, Mandy Lee, Kaitlyn Salmon, Edith Galloway, and Eleanor Dnistransky. Their leadership 

and dedication have been instrumental in guiding the Foundation towards its mission of enriching the 

community. 

Central to the Foundation's sustainability model is the Community Fund, where donations are pooled and 

invested to generate annual returns. A percentage of these earnings is then granted out each year, 

ensuring a perpetual cycle of giving. Foundation members note that their community fund has been made 

by many small donations over the years however donors have the option to establish named funds within 

the Community Fund, with contributions of $5000 or more. These named funds serve as a lasting legacy, 

honoring the donor's commitment to community philanthropy. 

 



To date, several named funds have been established, including the Russell Redi-Mix Concrete Fund, 

Vanguard Credit Union Fund, Lawson & Shonda Ashcroft Family Fund, Mort & Joyce Cooley Fund, Ray & 

Margie Howard fund, Pat & Hector Robert fund, Garry Workman fund, David & Branwen Bicknell fund and 

the Francis William Crew Fund, among others. Each named fund represents a unique contribution to the 

collective prosperity of Birtle and its surrounding districts. 

Importantly, all donations to the Foundation are tax-deductible, providing an added incentive for 

individuals and businesses to support the community's growth and development. 

As we celebrate a decade of impact, the Birtle and District Foundation stands as a beacon of hope and 

possibility for generations to come. Through the collective efforts of donors, volunteers, and community 

partners, we continue to build a brighter future for all who call Birtle & Area home. 


