
FRANK CREW LEAVES A LASTING LEGACY TO CONTINUE HIS VOLUNTEER 

WORK IN BIRTLE – JANUARY 2023 

The Birtle & District Foundation is honored to announce 

that the late Francis William Crew has generously donated 

$468,000 to their organization.  $234,000 will be used for 

educational purposes through a community volunteer 

award fund to be set up for children from the Rural 

Municipality of Birtle and the town of Birtle and 

administered by the board of directors of the Birtle & 

District Foundation. The remaining $234,000 will be 

invested in the Foundations Community Fund and held in 

perpetuity. Interest from the fund will be used for projects 

in the Rural Municipality of Birtle and the Town of Birtle as decided by the board of directors of 

the Birtle & District Foundation in their yearly granting. 

Frank was born on January 24, 1942 and passed away on January 13, 

2022 at the age of 79.  Frank spent the majority of his life in Birtle and 

over the years he volunteered with 13 different major organizations 

within the community, in many of them he had taken on the major role 

as either President or Vice President.  Frank's years of dedication and 

service in this small rural community have been countless and I think it 

is safe to say have probably impacted everyone who lives here in some 

way or another. While alive Frank helped to keep our community 

flourishing over the years by volunteering and in his passing he has 

assured that that work will continue.   

Frank was raised in a family that believed in volunteering in their 
community so volunteering is something that came natural to him. His legacy will continue 
serving the community through his Community Volunteer Award.  The Francis William Crew 
Community Volunteer Award will be given to a graduating student or students who will be 
attending post-secondary education after high school graduation. Qualifying students must 
reside in the Town or Rural Municipality of Birtle and been an active volunteer in community 
organizations during their senior years of high school. Preference will be given to students who 
are enrolling in the fields that Frank was most interested in, agriculture, carpentry, 
communications, photography, or welding.  

For as long as anyone knew Frank, he was always helping people. This gift that he has left the 
community will continue this legacy. For the Students...ease to further their academic dreams 
and acknowledgment that helping others pays off. For the Organizations of Birtle...Assistance in 
ensuring that someone is always there to help. With this, we encourage all the students in BCI to 
go out and serve your community through volunteering with Organizations.  Someone always 



needs help.  To our local organizations, please reach out to 
students that you know or give the school a call and let them 
know what assistance you are needing.  Youth are always willing 
to help but first they need to know that there is a job to be done.  

Frank received the Melvin Jones Award through Lions Club 

International. This award is the highest form of recognition and 

embodies humanitarian ideas consistent with the nature and 

purpose of Lionism. In 2019 he was awarded the Premier’s 

Individual Volunteer Award for Manitoba in recognition of his 

voluntarism. These awards speak to the kind of man Frank was. His “Mr. Fix It” talents benefited 

many facilities and individuals over the years.  

Following is a list of Organizations that Frank served.  Twin Valley Coop (25yrs), Manitoba Pool 

Elevators (5yrs), Birtle Community Hall (25yrs), Birtle Donors Choice (10yrs), Birtle Legion (14 yrs), 

Birtle & District Lions (life time member), Wheat City Lions (7yrs), Lions Village & Corner (14 yrs 

and founding member), Pioneer Lodge (2yrs), Birtle Drop-In Centre (5yrs), Snake Creek Wildlife 

Association (20yrs). Other volunteer positions he held included planning Centennial celebrations 

in 1967, 1970, 1984, volunteering for Community Access Television, Birdtail Country Museum, 

Birtle Baptist Church, Birtle Agricultural Society, and the Birtle Fire Department 

Frank believed that giving your time and volunteering is one of the greatest gifts you could give. 

Helping hands equals a growing community and in Birtle, Manitoba Frank Crew was a big part of 

that and with his gift to the Birtle & District Foundation he will continue that tradition! 

 


